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New UCT Fellows must 
protect research drive

“Fellows have a responsibility to 
protect the drive for research, 

and shake the lapels of the university,” 
said Professor Tim Noakes, Discov-
ery Health professor of exercise and 
sports science.

He was speaking at the Annual 
Fellows Dinner, a formal but celebra-
tory event to welcome seven new 
fellows – four of them women – to 
UCT’s ranks.

Noakes 
warned that if 
fellows wanted 
to increase their 
standing, they 
must do more to 
promote knowl-
edge. 

“Science is 
under attack,” 
he said. “There 
is a ‘dumbing 
down’ of de-
bate, and people 
can’t judge what 
is true.” Noakes 
also quipped 

that “industry doesn’t like science”, 
because scientists have a tendency to 
come up with the ‘wrong’ results.

“Not everyone knows that 
research is hard work, which requires 
100 percent commitment,” said 
Noakes. “As a university, it is our role 
to teach, but in this new world, we 
must also do all we can to generate 
new knowledge.”

(Chris.McEvoy@uct.ac.za)

If archivists, museums and heritage 
workers feel isolated and forsaken 

right now, the new Archival Platform 
hopes to set that right. 

Based at and “fostered by” 
UCT, the Archival Platform (www.
archivalplatform.org) was established 
as an independent entity by Professor 
Carolyn Hamilton as a civic initiative 
of her National Research Foundation 
chair in archive and public culture, in 
collaboration with the Nelson Mandela 
Foundation and through wide sector 
discussions.

Billed as a network, advocacy and 
research project, the Platform aims to 
build a network of practitioners and 
resources in the sector. Easier said than 
done, given that those working in the 

sector are from varied professions and 
far-fl ung locations.

“At the moment the sector is very 
fragmented,” explains Platform director 
Dr Harriet Deacon. 

Central to building the network 
is developing a new sense of context, 
argues Deacon.

“This is not about archivists and 
heritage professionals dusting items on 
a shelf,” she says. “It’s about under-
standing the broader signifi cance of the 
profession, in building citizenship, a 
sense of identity and social cohesion.”

Beyond this lie two major objec-
tives: talking with government on one 
hand and the public on the other. In the 
case of the former, the Platform has 
launched the Letters to Lulu campaign, 

urging those working in the fi eld to 
write to the newly appointed Minister 
of Arts & Culture, Lulu Xingwana, to 
help her “feel the sense of the pulse of 
the sector”. 

“In the face of numerous failures 
in the national archival system, the 
Platform works to facilitate public 
engagement designed to ensure that 
government fulfi ls its mandate in rela-
tion to the national archival estate,” 
says Deacon.

Next year, the Platform will reach 
out to communities; to those with a 
vested interest but, often, little say in 
the sector. 

“There’s no-one out there speaking 
on behalf of the public interest,” cau-
tions Hamilton. 

Three specialists at UCT’s Lung 
Infection and Immunity Unit have 

won substantial US fellowships for 
their doctoral studies on tuberculosis. 

Recently, Drs Shahieda Adams, 
Jonny Peter and Richard van Zyl-Smit 
received Fogarty International Clinical 
Research Fellowships, awarded by 
the US National Institutes of Health’s 
(NIH) Fogarty International Centre. 
In addition to the funding that comes 
with the fellowship, Adams, Peter and 
Van Zyl-Smit travelled to the US for 
orientation and training at the NIH in 
Bethesda, Maryland.

The trio’s research focuses on 
various aspects of TB diagnosis and 
infection.

 Adams, 44, an occupational 
medicine specialist, is running a 
screening programme – the fi rst of 
its kind – for healthcare workers at 
primary-care clinics in high-burden 
settings in the Western Cape, includ-
ing Delft, Nyanga and Khayelitsha. 
“My research is focused on evaluating 
tests for latent TB infection and the 
potential determinants of tuberculosis 
infection in healthcare workers, such 
as host, environmental and occupa-
tional factors,” she explains.

In turn, Peter, 32, works on sputum 
induction, a technique used to get a 

sputum sample for diagnosis when the 
patient is unable to produce spit natu-
rally. He is investigating how sputum 
induction – it usually involves vapor-
ised salt-water – stands up to other 
techniques, such as the more expensive 
and uncomfortable bronchoscopy. 
Peter is also trying to establish whether 
sputum induction, which is commonly 
used in hospitals, can be applied at 
primary-care clinics.

Finally, Van Zyl-Smit, 36, is trying 
to provide some laboratory evidence 
for the strongly-assumed but never 

conclusively-proved link between 
smoking and TB. The problem is 
that while most are convinced that 
smoking is indeed a leading risk 
factor for TB, other co-occurring risk 
factors – alcohol abuse, overcrowded 
conditions, poverty – tend to muddy 
the waters. “No-one has ever shown 
what smoking is doing to the immune 
system when it comes to TB,” says 
Van Zyl-Smit.

The three researchers are super-
vised by Associate Professor Keertan 
Dheeda.

Graduates from 1979, 1984 and 
1989 were back on campus 

recently for the Faculty of Law’s 
annual Reunion Weekend, a tradition 
that was started in 2002 by former-
dean, Professor Hugh Corder. 

Some 600 – out of a total of 
3 500 law alumni – have attended 
these weekends to date. With meet-
ings in London, New York, Toronto, 

Perth, Sydney, Hamburg, Nairobi, 
Kampala and Melbourne, as well as 
in South Africa, the proportion of law 
graduates who have met with their 
alma mater in the past few years is 
close to 30%, reported alumni co-
ordinator Pauline Alexander.

This year, the biggest contingent 
was from the class of 1979, with 
graduates fl ying in from Atlanta, 

Johannesburg, London, Melbourne, 
New York and Wellington. 

Speaking at the Saturday dinner, 
the Dean, Professor PJ Schwikk-
ard, said that the reunion offered an 
opportunity for alumni to reconnect 
with UCT and fellow alumni. 

There was much laughter when 
Schwikkard read aloud an email 
from 1979 graduate Gair Cameron of 
Zimbabwe, who was keen to catch up 
with – according to a Judge Den-
nis Davis verdict, apparently – “the 
worst fi nal-year LLB class”. Davis, 
guest speaker at the dinner, duly 
denied ever issuing that particular 
verdict. 

“In fact, I can say unequivocally 
that teaching is the part of my career 
that gives me the most satisfaction,” 
he quipped. 

Other speakers at the reunion 
included the LAWCO student team, 
and Emeritus Professor Solly Lee-
man, the much-revered teacher of 
criminal law from 1963 to 2000.

Ceris Field of the class of 1984 
said that being back on campus took 
him back to those days “when we 
studied hard, played hard and forged 
everlasting friendships”.

Platform launched to promote the value of archives

Success in triplicate for TB researchers

Law alumni reunite on campus 

Praise for new 
academics programme

Vice-Chancellor Dr Max Price 
welcomed members of the New 

Academic Practitioners Programme 
(NAPP) at a function on 12 October, 
praising the programme as “innova-
tive” and “well-established”. 

Launched in 2004 by the Centre 
for Higher Education Development 
(CHED), NAPP serves as a support 
structure for newcomers to academia 
at UCT. In addition to an introduction 
session and a retreat later, NAPP also 
hosts workshops on topics related to 

research, teaching and learning. These 
are presented either by CHED or the 
university’s Research Offi ce.

“NAPP is part of the university’s 
transformation process, forging 
international links with Africa,” said 
Price. “It is foremost an academic 
programme for the disadvantaged, 
and intended to accelerate familiarity 
with the university.

“We are short of black academics, 
so the university’s strategy is to grow 
our own,” Price quipped.

Remembering for the future: Dr Harriet Deacon is the director of the newly 
launched Archival Platform.

TB triad: Dr Shahieda Adams, Dr Richard van Zyl-Smit and Dr Jonny Peter 
have received Fogarty International Clinical Research Fellowships for their 
doctoral work on tuberculosis. 

Among those at the law reunion were the following members of the class 
of 1989, (back) Clive Rubin and Shannon Hoctor, and (front) Renee Dente, 
Marlese von Broembsen and Nicola Caine.

Celebration: New UCT Fellows include Prof Susan Bourne 
(second from right),Prof Jill Farrant (left); and Prof Vicki 
Lambert (far right), photographed with VC Dr Max Price. 

Grow our own: (From left) Mohohlo Tsoeu, Prof Paul Bowen, Fatima Wil-
liams, Prof Paula Ensor, VC Dr Max Price, and Gina Ziervogel.




